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Road of my Desire   

O thou who dost direct my feet 

To right or left where pathways part. 

Wilt thou not, faithful Paraclete 

Direct the journeying of my heart? 

Into the love of God, I pray, 

Deeper and deeper let me press, 

Exploring all along the way 

Its secret strength and tenderness.              

From a poem by Frank Houghton 1894 ï 1972  

Photo by Andrew Cox 

Every day is a 

gift;            

that's why it is 

called the     

present. 
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óMr Dougall, why does your church have an add-on sign on 

top of it?ô   

The question was asked by a bright, inquisitive, ten year old girl. She 
had just walked round with her class from the local school to St 
Davidôs Broomhouse Church.  St Davidôs is a striking 1960ôs building. 
Octagonal in shape the roof slopes upwards, before becoming a    
central spire. Very clear on top of it, is a cross.                                      
I was minister of St Davidôs during the 1990s. I visited the primary 
school most weeks, which was next door.  Every day of life this girl 
walked past the church.                                                                          
I have to confess, I was flummoxed.  I ran her question through my 
mind a number of times, trying to work out what she was actually   
asking. óWhy does your church have an add-on sign on top of it?ô  I 
considered her face - there wasnôt a cheeky grin on it. I listened back 
to the tone of her question - it sounded like a child who was genuinely 
curious.  Clearly she was neither being silly nor taking the mick.   Then 
the penny dropped. An add-on sign, is what I would have called a plus 
sign.   She had noticed that the symbol on top of the church looked 
like the signs in her maths book, as in 2 + 2 = 4.                                
My jaw dropped.  Rather than seeing a cross, the enduring symbol of 
Christianity, on top of the church she had seen a maths sign. It had 
never crossed my mind that a ten year old, intelligent child living in 
Scotland in the 1990s would have done that. I had always taken for 
granted that everyone in our country would have at least some   
knowledge of the Christian story.  I was not surprised that many     
children never went to church. I did not expect schools to introduce 
children to the Christian faith. But I assumed that one way or another 
every ten year old child would have picked up enough about         
Christianity to realise that a cross shape on top of a church             
represented the cross on which Jesus died.                                                                  
The reality this girl represents lay behind the creation of Inspire (North 
Berwick  Christian Youth Trust) three years ago, and the appointment 
of Jay Lennartson as its youth worker.  The Christian community can 
no longer assume that young people will know that an add-on sign on 
top of church represents the cross on which Jesus died, far less that 
they will know what his death signifies. If we want them to know this 
story so they can decide if they want to follow Jesus, we will need to 
share it with them. 
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By the time you read this, Inspire will have done this in an exciting 
way.  Restart ran from January 25-28 in North Berwick High School.  
Restart involves a team of Christian workers sharing the story of     
Jesus in an appropriate way in the High School. Organised by Inspire 
and Scripture Union, Restart has involved drama and music,           
assemblies and lunchtime events, some class contributions and an 
evening concert.  The aim of the week has been to let the young   
people find out who Jesus is so they can decide for themselves 
whether they want to follow him.                                                                              
Restart will prove very significant for many young people. It is 
however, the start not the finish.  Inspire is committed to sharing 
the story of Jesus Christ with local young people not for one 
week this year, but in an ongoing way.  Its vision is to give them 
the opportunity to decide whether they want to follow him, and to 
encourage those who choose to in life-long discipleship.         
Investing in the next generation is one of the most strategic 
things the churches in our town can do. It can however only  
happen with the support of local people.  I hope 
you will consider offering yours.                             
Neil.                                                                                                                                                                
(For more details of Inspire, contact Peter Kimber, 
(Secretary, North Berwick Christian Youth Trust,                     
peter_kimber@hotmail.com or Jay Lennartston
(jayster59@aol.co.uk). 

óAs Jesus grew up, he increased in favour with God and people.   
(Luke 2:52) 

Loving God                                                                                                              
Watch over young people                                                                                        

growing up in a world of opportunity and possibility.                                                                       
Help them to chart a steady course,                                                                                        

to discover that your ways lead to true life                                                                                   
and that service is more satisfying than self centredness.                                                                        

Give your church determination                                                                                                       
to share the story of Jesus with them                                                                                               

that faith in him                                                                                                                                
might inspire and enliven them.                                                   

AMEN 

mailto:jay@inspireNB.org.uk
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Little Angels continues to run with the great help of the parents/

carers involved.  We try to keep the group going through most weeks 

in the year, having a small break for Christmas and Easter.                                                                                                                            

The Christmas Party was a great success due to the help of Santa 

(Drew) who, as always, provides great pleasure to the children. We 

would like publicly to give him a great big thank-you.                                                                                                                              

We fluctuate in numbers due to the older children going to playgroup 

or nursery but have lots of new babies and folks moving into the area.  

We start at 9.30 and finish at 11.30 a.m.  This is to enable parents/

carers to fit in with playgroup, nursery or school hours if they have 

older children.  However, we are flexible and are perfectly happy for 

folks to drop in as and when they are able.     We have a small dona-

tion of £1 to help with the heating and provision 

of refreshments for the adults and children.  This 

donation also provides for the Christmas Party 

and presents, also the Easter presents.  Our 

aim is to provide a safe environment for the chil-

dren to play and interact with one another and 

for the parents/carers to relax and chat.                                                                                                                                                           

I hope we give a warm welcome to all who are 

new to Little Angels and wish everyone involved 

with Little Angels a Happy New Year!                                                              

Geraldine Woolley. 

 

Reflections  

Faith ...... is being sure of what we hope for, and certain of what we do 
not see.                                                             Hebrews 11:1 

I believe in the sun even when I cannot see it                                        
I believe in love even when I do not feel it                                                                              
I believe in God even when He is silent 
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SCOTTISH BIBLE SOCIETY NEWS                      BRAZIL  

The multi-purpose vehicle for which we have been fundraising for 
more than a year has already begun visiting deprived areas of the 
north-east; some 1,500 people should have benefited by the end of 
2009.  óPeople in these isolated communities have many needsô     
explains Marcos Gladstone, co-ordinating the project for the Bible   
Societyôs office in Recife.  óThey lack knowledge, health-care, basic               
infrastructure and even the Word of God.ô                                                          
As you read this, the vehicleôs team are offering help with dentistry, 
nutrition and gynaecology as well as health education and citizenship.  
Scripture materials are available for different ages and literacy levels 
(and listening for non-readers) counselling and Bible-based childrenôs 
activities.                                                                                             
Thank you for helping us reach the initial £200,000 target ï and    
helping us and the vehicle go the extra mile, extending our support to 
£250,000.  

Journeying with Jesus  

Inwardðas we worship God the       

Father, Son and Holy Spirit we are 

changed from the inside out. There 

may be one or more turning points, but 

these are part of the continuing      

process, not completed during our 

earthly lives. As we journey with Jesus 

we are changed and we invite others to 

join us on this journey. 

SharedðThe call to journey comes to 

individuals, but is also corporate. We 

are part of a community of Godôs    

people where diversity is welcomed. 

Together, we pray and worship,      

support and share, serve and care. In 

the course of our mutual journey, our 

companions change us. The          

community we create strives to be a  

 

 

 

visible expression of these 

values. 

OutwardðAs the Father sent  

Jesus, Jesus sends us. Our 

journey takes us out beyond 

the walls of our church   

building to be involved in 

Godôs mission to the world, 

locally and beyond, in action 

and in word. 

This is our vision grounded in 

the historic faith of the   

Christian Church contained in 

the scriptures of the Old and 

New Testaments 
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Sundays At St Andrew Blackadder  

Morning Worship 9.30am ï 10.10am 

This is  a traditional and reflective service. It was created to meet the needs of those 

who find the bustle and background noise of the all-age worship a trial rather than a 

delight.  Tea and coffee are available afterwards. 

Worship for all Ages 10.30am -11.30am 

This is our main service including Christian teaching for both adults and children.      

All meet at the beginning then the children go off to KLASH. There is a crèche     

available from 10.30 for babies and toddlers. There is a multimedia presentation and 

CH4 songs. Tea and coffee, juice and biscuits are available afterwards. 

Evening Worship 6.00pm -7.00pm 

Variety, reflection, a more informal service, -  Communion is celebrated in a quiet, 

contemplative manner usually on the first Sunday of each  month.  All are welcome 

WHEN WHAT WHERE CONTACT 

14th February 

12.15pm 

Hunger Lunch,  Soup & 

Roll & Cheese,          

Donations for Rosie 

Scrimgeour I.C.C. 

Hall 

 StAB 

Rex Homer 

01620 895001 

Every Sunday  Prayer Requests   Church at 

Pulpit 

Badged Team 

Members 

Every  

Sunday 

KLASH                     

Ages 3 to 12             

Faith with fun 

Chapel  

StAB 

Nicki McKenzie 

01620 890206 

  Sundays except 

7th February  

7pm 

Youth Fellowship         

Get to know God in a 

relevant, contemporary 

way 

Room 1 

StAB 

Douglas Hamilton 

01620 893309 

7th February 

     7ð9.30 pm  

Ember Cafe for   S3+  

Chill out cafe style     

discussions with coffee, 

soft drinks and cakes.         

All friends welcome 

Vestibule 

 StAB 

Jay Lennartson  

07753 748788      

or                    

Douglas Hamilton  

Tom Nelson  
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WHEN WHAT WHERE CONTACT 

Monday   Feb. 

15th  7.30 pm 

Wycliffe Support 

Group 

 

To be 

an-

nounced 

To be announced 

Mondays 

10am - 11am 

Prayer Time              

Come and share our 

prayers for ourselves, our 

families, town, and world 

Room 2 

StAB 

Fiona  MacLean 

01620 893992 

Tuesdays 

9.30-11.30am 

Little Angels                

Kids gather for fun while 

their carers enjoy a cup of 

tea or coffee & a chat 

Chapel  

StAB 

Geraldine      

Woolley 

01875 871261 

Wednesdays 

1.00pm 

School Lunch Club    

Every Wednesday during 

term time 

Hall 

StAB 

Jay Lennartson 

07753 748788 

Wednesdays      

7pm - 7.30pm 

Prayer Time              

Come and share our 

prayers for ourselves, our 

families, town, and world 

Room 1 

StAB 

Fiona  MacLean 

01620 893992 

Thursdays 

11.30am-

1.30pm 

The Beacon        

Come and enjoy a bowl 

of soup, a chat, & good 

company 

Hall 

StAB 

Marian Ramsay 

01620 880777 

Thursdays 

1.00-1.20pm 

Lunchtime  Service     

This short service is  re-

laxed and intimate 

Chapel Margaret Trevor 

01620 894924 

Friday Nov 6th 

10.30 am 

Across North Berwick 

Prayers 

Room 1 

StAB 

Fiona  MacLean 

01620 893992 

Fridays 

7.30 - 9.00pm 

Youth Club                      

S1+ Large variety of activi-

ties. pool, air hockey, as 

well as a social zone 

Hall 

StAB 

Tom Nelson 

06120 890220 

Regular Activities  
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WHEN WHAT WHERE 

Tuesday 2nd      2.30pm Guild ð  What can I do ? Chapel 

Friday 5th           7.30pm Gilbert and Sullivan Eveningðsee Page 10 Church 

Saturday 6th     10.00pm Guild ð Get together                               

led by Rev Jock & Mrs Margaret Stein 

Inveresk 

Church Halls 

Saturday 6th     10.30am  Healing Rooms Vestuble 

Saturday 13th    0.00am Lothian Events Craft Fare Hall 

Saturday 20th   10.00pm  Healing Rooms Vestibule 

Sunday 21st 12.00 noon Guild Church Lunch ð see Page 10                          

Donations to Talking Books  

Hall 

Tuesday 23rd    7.30pm Guild ð Joint Meeting with Hazel Jamieson Abbey 

Church 

Thursday 25th   1.00pm Communion at the Beacon Chapel 

Saturday 27th     7.30pm Burns Supper                                         

Contact Brian Ross on 892030 

Hall 

Sunday  28th            

9.30am and 10.00am 

Communion at Church Sanctuary 

Special Events During February 

Contact Us             Monday  February 13th is our March Edition Deadline 

Please send articles for consideration to e mail:                                                                             

kaleidoscope@standrewblackadder.org.uk  

Or to the Editorial Team at  St Andrew Blackadder   Parish Church,                               

St Andrew Street, North Berwick, EH39 4NU. 

Derek Brown   t.  01620 895290                 Isabel Aitken    t. 01620 870292          

 Church Office t. 01620 895233 Louise Boon e mails to:                        

admin @standrewblackadder.org.uk                                                                 

Open Monday to Friday           from 9am to 12noon 

Church Roll Keeper and Church Web Administrator                                                 

Douglas Shiell  t. 01620 890035                                                                                                                                           

e mail:      douglas@gdshiell.freeserve. co.uk  
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Drew Miller        01620 893220    Thursdays, 7.45-9.30pm 

Helen Dougall   01620 892132     Alternate Thursdays,  8.00pm 

Hugh Trevor      01620 894924     Wednesdays  7.45pm 

Jane MacNeill    01620 895121     Second & fourth Tuesdays, 2.00 -4.00 pm 

Miriam Fletcher  01620 893259    Alternate Thursdays   please call for details 

Mary Duncan     01620893150     K Reidôs house,     alt Wednesdays 7.45pm 

Janet Cornish    01620 895198    Alternate Mondays,     8.00-9.30pm 

 

HOMEGROUPS 

An opportunity to explore the Christian faith through fellowship.               

Meetings are very informal. Contact one of our Homegroup organisers or  

Office for details  895233. 

Christian Aid awarded major prize   
Christian Aid has become the largest development agency in the UK 
to be awarded the Humanitarian Accountability and Quality            
Management Standard (HAP) for its humanitarian, development and 
advocacy work in developing countries. The certification process saw 
the agency undergo audits in its British, Irish, Indian and Burkina Faso 
offices where policies, procedures, management processes and      
relationships with partner organisations and communities were     
scrutinised  

 

Itôs all in the spelling...  

 

G - God 

R - Ran 

A - Alongside 

C - Carrying 

E - Everything 

Getting through today                                                   

So far today, God, I've done all right.                              

I haven't gossiped,  haven't lost my temper,  

haven't been greedy, grumpy,  

nasty, selfish, or over-indulgent.  

I'm really glad about that.  

But in a few minutes, God,  

I'm going to get out of bedé 

and from then on I'm going to need your 

help!  
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Guild News  

About 30 intrepid Guild ladies ventured out in the snow to hear Ken 

Reid tell them about Talking Books for the Blind.  We learned that it  

costs a considerable amount to produce a master disc 

for the recording machine, and to assist we have    

decided to donate the proceeds from the Guild Lunch 

on 21st February to this cause.   Please come and join 

the Guild for soup and pudding on Sunday 21st Febru-

ary and leave a donation for Talking Books for the Blind. 

February 23rd is a joint meeting at Abbey and March 2nd is Malcolm 

Baker                                                                                                                                          

STOP PRESS 

Edinburgh Gilbert & Sullivan Society perform at St Andrew Blackadder 

on 5th February at 7.30 pm.  Tickets £6 from Church Office or       

Seatons in Market Place or Guild members.                                             

................................................................................................................ 

Thank You  

To Gillian and Mark for all the training, conducting, practice and     

playing for the Candlelight Service.   It was a joy to see so many        

players, singers and congregation enjoying the carols as we looked 

forward to celebrating the Birthday of our Saviour.  

To Neil for Christmas Eve and ñWeôre all looking for Jesusò take on  

ñWeôre all going on a bear huntò.  It fired our imaginations and told the 

story so well. 

To everyone in Klash for the Nativity Service. The young folk again 

told their story and sang their praise, and cheered us all. Grateful 

thanks to all who helped, and all who performed. 
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SOUPER SUNDAY    

On 10th January various members of the Kirk Session led the morning 
services, taking as their theme these words from Isaiah chapter 43: 
ñDo not be afraidðI am with you!ò                                                       
Afterwards the Hall was full with people of all ages enjoying a meal of 
soup and bread and cheese. The money donated on the day will 
benefit the Church of Scotlandôs HIV/AIDS Project, helping the Pro-
jectôs partner organisations in the UK and worldwide.                          
In the past, we had a very depressing view of HIV. The virus was seen 
as leading inevitably to AIDS and an early death. Now, more and more 
people are gaining access to special drugs called ñanti-retroviralsò 
which, when taken with reliable supplies of good 
quality food, can help keep them healthyðand 
completely free of AIDS.                                      
Back in 2002, the General Assembly set up the 
Project to last eight years, designing it to raise 
awareness, provide counselling, care and support 
to HIV sufferers and their families. It has brought 
Christian care and compassion into an area of life 
which had so often been dominated by misunder-
standing and stigma.  

CHURCH FLOWER ROTA  

 

Once again a very big thank you to all the members who so gener-

ously donated to church flowers during 2009 and to the same mem-

bers who have kindly consented to donate to this year's flowers. Your 

support is very much appreciated. 

There are always a few vacant Sundays in the year, so if any member 

would like to contribute to a special Sunday, please contact either 

Caryl or myself on the telephone numbers below. 

Also our Flower Team is very small so if anyone would like to help 

with the flowers, please give us a call. Remember you don't have to 

be a whizz at flower arranging; placing the flowers in a 

nice vase, looks equally lovely. 

Joan MacKenzie Tel 893578 

Caryl Beattie Tel 893814 
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HOSPITALITY SUNDAY                                                                            
How well do you know the folk who sit beside you in church? Perhaps 
you have been lifelong friends and went to school together but maybe 
you are new to North Berwick and have just joined St. Andrew 
Blackadder and hardly know anyone at all. You may have a nodding 
acquaintance with your fellow worshippers but never really talk about 
much other than the weather. 
Our congregation is a family and as such we should really get to know 
one another better. That is where Hospitality Sunday comes in. Over a 
meal we have the opportunity to chat and share something of          
ourselves. So on 7th February Sunday lunch will be an open invitation 
to all, new members and old, to get together and enjoy a meal and 
each otherôs company. 
We need some members of the congregation to act as hosts/
hostesses and others to offer to be guests. Simply put your names on 
the appropriate list on the rear vestibule notice board or phone me on 
894859. (I need all the names by 31 January.) After a little organisa-
tion invitations will be extended and we will be all set to go out for 
lunch after church! 
Last year over sixty folk did just that and had a most enjoyable time. 
The event was judged to be very worthwhile and so this year we aim 
to have even more of us involved. Please donôt be shy about offering 
to be a guest! The hosts and hostesses really need you! Enjoy your 
lunch                                                                                      Ann Cubitt    

 


