A Gracious and Generous God

For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was
rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you through his poverty
might become rich. (2 Corinthians 8:9)

Financial challenges and uncertainty are a part of life. It is easy to feel
fearful and discontented. Compared to so many, however, we are
blessed. In different ways we have experienced God sustaining and
helping us. From the good gifts God has given we want to give. When we
do this we express our thanks to God, we make a real difference to other
people and we become more contented.

Gift Day Projects
Midwifery training: Pakistan £5,000
Harbour Benches £5,000
Deep Bed Farming, Malawi £5,000
Woycliffe Bible Translators £5,000
Total Giving Away £20,000
Hall Improvements £20,000
Total £40,000
How to give:
. Bring cash or cheque to church in an envelope to church marked
‘Gift Day.
. Electronically to Account: St Andrew Blackadder Church;
Sort Code: 80-17-95; Account Number: 00228845.
. Unless you specify your gift will be divided as detailed in the box
above.
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Godliness with contentment is great gain said the apostle Paul
(1 Timothy 6:6). Contentment is sought by all and rarely found. That’s
because consumer society preaches that the way to find it is to continually
strive to get and have more. This sounds sensible; it turns out to be
completely wrong. Contentment comes when we focus on what we have,
not on what we don’t have. It comes when we appreciate the good thing
we already enjoy. One practice that helps foster contentment is
generosity. Being generous helps us appreciate what we have. It sounds
back to front. Giving away — that means we have less - leads to greater
contentment.

Does this sound like nonsense? Try it and see.

The annual Gift Day is an opportunity to practice being generous. You
are invited to give away some of what you have. Then the congregation
gives away half of what is raised.

The half which is given away will be divided between four projects.

Midwifery Training in Pakistan.

Tank Christian Hospital is the only health facility in an area of Pakistan
towards Afghanistan. With support from Gift Day in 2023, a midwifery
training programme began. The first students will graduate this summer
and the benefits are very clear.
These students have made a big ¥
difference to the running of the! ' |
hospital. It has given each of them a | ﬁl g oo .\ I |
skill and a way of supporting ! - T -
themselves and their families. As
they graduate they will assist with
births particularly in rural settings
many miles from any hospital.

We intend to give £5,000 from! =1

Gift Day which will allow a third ;
cohort of midwifery students to”'?‘"
begin their training.
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Harbour Benches

The harbour is a wonderful asset to North Berwick. Other communities
make much more of their harbour than we do of ours. North Berwick
Harbour Trust are addressing this. Their vision is to make the harbour an
attractive place for everyone and not just for those involved with water
activities. Achieving this will involve a range of improvements - large and
small scale.
One of the small ones is
, replacing some of the

*4 traditional benches that
o offer visitors a place to en-
& joy the sights and ambi-
ence. Fifteen benches need
to be replaced. This will
% cost £5,000. We intend to
o= fund that from this year’s
Gift Day.

Malawi — Deep Bed Farming

The maize on the left side of the picture below has been planted in the
traditional way. Maize on the right side has been planted using deep bed
farming. The same plant has been planted in the same field at the same
time. The difference shows the impact of deep bed farming.
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Deep bed farming has been developed by Tiyeni in Malawi. It involves
using a hoe or pick to break up a hard compacted layer of soil that lies
below the level farmers usually get to. This allows the roots of plants to
go down rather than sideways. It also allows heavy rainfall to sink into the
soil rather than running off. Once the hardpan is broken, with good soil
management, it does not need to be done again.

Deep bed farming doubles the harvest and helps crops flourish even
when it is very dry or very wet. We intend to give £5,000 to Tiyeni so they
can train more Malawian farmers to farm this way.

Bible Translation. s

Hamish Ralston grew up in Blackadder -
Church. For most of his life he has been
involved in Bible Translation with WBT
(Wycliffe Bible Translators). Now living in
Sweden, he and Annika have played a key
role in supporting a particular translation
project.

This translation is into a language
spoken by an ethnic group who number
many millions. Because they live across a
number of countries they have been
oppressed for generations. WBT believe 7
they should be able to hear of Jesus in their i
own mother tongue. The entire bible has §
now been drafted into their language. We
will give £5,000 from Gift Day which will
assist with the checking of the text and
producing materials that will help people
engage with the new translation.

Church Hall

50% of Gift Day will be used to pay for work on the church hall. Last
year your contribution to Gift Day helped pay to take the hall off gas
heating. Insulation was fitted, underfloor heating installed and a new floor
laid. The real benefit of carbon-zero heating will be realised this winter.
The changes have already improved the ambience of the hall. We intend to
enhance this further. At the moment:

There is an echo problem: sound deadening will be fitted.
There are no window coverings: blinds will be fitted.

The wood panelling is badly stained: redecoration will happen.
The lighting is functional: better lights will be fitted



