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A Message from Neil 

Change is part of life. All living things change. The day you stop changing is 

the day you die. I canôt remember where or when I heard these words.           

I do remember they brought me up short. It made me think. I realised they 

are true. 

Itôs the opposite of what we assume. We fear change. We want to stop 

change. We want to keep things as they are. But if change is part of life, it 

means change is a sign of life. Change is to be welcomed and embraced. 

I am very sad that the time has come for me to stop being minister of St 

Andrew Blackadder. It has been such a privilege. I have loved being your 

minister. It has been a joy to share with you in Godôs mission. I want to 

express my thanks to you and to God for being blessed with such a 

wonderful experience. 

At the same time, I am sure this is the right time for change. God is alive in St 

Andrew Blackadder. Jesus is prompting us to serve and follow him. The Holy 

Spirit is stirring in this community. All this means St Andrew Blackadder is 

very much alive and, therefore, constantly changing. I believe this is time for 

me to move on so a new minister can come. This minister will bring different 

gifts, a new perspective, fresh insights and different ideas. A new minister will 

help St Andrew Blackadder share in what God is doing in 2027 and beyond. 

It is also time for me to do something different. While I am retiring from       

full-time ministry, I am not retiring altogether. I expect my part-time ministry 

will focus on coaching. I am looking forward to stepping back from the 

frontline to support and encourage those on it. 

You are reading this in the run-up to Easter. Easter is a time of change: a sad 

ending, an agonised waiting and a glorious new beginning. 

Good Friday is a day of desolation, of ending and of sadness. It is followed 

by a period of transition. It only lasts for three days but at the time it must 

have felt like an eternity. Easter Day is a day of beginning, of life and of joy. 
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It is natural to want to avoid change, to somehow escape the painful     

ending of Good Friday. Jesus, however, explained why that is not an     

option. Unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains a 

single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds (John 12:24). 

I believe God intends to work in and through St Andrew Blackadder in 

coming years. I am looking forward to cheering from a distance as I hear 

about it. And I will be praying in hope and expectation. 

Neil 

 

 

Prayer  

God of yesterday, 

thank you for all that is stable and unchanging, 

for the ancient and traditional 

which gives meaning to the new and different. 

God of today, 

thank you for the gift of change, 

your gift of newness 

which opens doors closed by habit and routine. 

God of tomorrow, 

thank you for the capacity to change you give us, 

which allows us to grow and develop 

and brings forth new life. 

Help us to trust you 

as we travel with you from the old to the new. 

AMEN. 
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Church Weekend Away 5-7
th
 June 

We are delighted to announce the Church Weekend Away is back for 2026! Many of 

you will have attended this event over the last 4 years but for those who havenôt, 

hopefully this will have you excited and saving the date in your diaries! 

For the weekend of 5-7
th
 June, we take over the Scoughall Scripture Union site, 

which is just a 10-minute drive east of North Berwick towards Whitekirk. Itôs a    

beautiful site set beside the sea, offering something for everyone. One of the biggest 

reasons for having the weekend is time to spend time as an intergenerational church 

family, creating space to encounter God. For everyone, a big highlight is always the 

amazing food the catering team produce, giving us all a chance to eat and spend 

time together. 

Every year we have a guest speaker, and this year weôre delighted to confirm Ed 

Tulloch of Hope City Church will return to preach. We are blessed with wonderful 

musicians, which always makes for beautiful worship time. We start each worship 

and teaching session together with the children, before they have the option of    

enjoying the childrenôs programme, led by the Junior Church team. 

The site has a bouncy castle, trampoline, flying fox, underground tunnels, and a 

chance to play volleyball and football too. In addition to the programme of teaching, 

thereôll be family and children-friendly activities such as a sandcastle building     

competition, a campfire and family ceilidh. 

For our high school-aged young people, the event starts on the Friday evening, with 

the opportunity to camp on site for 1 or 2 nights staying in one of the wooden cabins. 

Whether they stay overnight or not, thereôll be a chance to be involved in various 

activities, as well as teaching and time together around the campfire. 

This year our prayer tent space will return, creating space to be still with God and the 

choice to participate in the prayer station activities. The craft tent will also return, 

giving you the chance to participate in various activities for all ages. 

The team are working hard to prepare and plan the programme, so please do pray 

that God will bless and guide this time and the weekend itself. More details of the 

programme and how to book will follow. We ask for a contribution of Ã20 a family to 

attend (with any additional donations always welcome!) and this includes all meals 

from the Saturday lunchtime to the Sunday afternoon. We will also be looking for 

volunteers, from preparing the site, food and setting up to being a ñclean-up angelò at 

the end, so please do offer your time when you can. 

We are really looking forward to seeing you there! 

Ali Buchanan 
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Spring Harvest 

 

Many of you will have heard us speak about Spring Harvest over the 

years, and the impact itôs had on both our own faith journeys, and 

those of our families. With the dates for Skegness falling outwith the 

school holidays this year, we want to share the opportunity of viewing 

Bible teaching and worship through ñSpring Harvest at Homeò.   

Spring Harvest itself was founded in 1979 as an annual,                    

interdenominational Christian conference during Easter. Hosted at 

Butlins - Skegness and Minehead - many of our St.Andrew Blackadder 

family have travelled to Skegness over the years, benefitting from the 

huge variety of teaching, worship and a chance to encounter God. 

During COVID, Spring Harvest at Home was created; an online event 

that streamed talks and worship from a studio. When the conference 

could resume face-to-face, Spring Harvest at Home continued, now 

including streamed talks and worship from the Minehead Butlins. 

This year theyôll be live streaming from Studio 36 at Butlins Minehead 

from the 6-10th April but you can access recorded content for another 

month afterwards. Tickets cost Ã24.95 and will be on sale from the 16
th
 

February. Once you buy your ticket you are emailed a link to join with 

a code, so you can watch Spring Harvest at Home anywhere with wifi 

in any browser and cast to your TV. You can also log into two devices 

at any time in case two people in your family want to watch different 

talks at the same time.  

This year, with our families being unable to travel in person, we plan to 

buy tickets. We also thought we could stream a couple of the talks and 

worship sessions some evenings at church ï details to follow! You can 

find out more at https://www.springharvest.org/  

Ali & Stacy 

https://www.springharvest.org/
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   Ode to a Teapot 

 

Weôve lost our Teapots! 
Who would have thought..é 
The depth of intrigue 
This has brought? 
 
Thereôs teams have searched 
Both high and low, 
And nowhere else 
As yet, to go. 
 
A Detective now  
Is keenly sought 
To solve the mystery 
Called ñTEAPOT.ò 
 
They don a spout, 
A handle too. 
There isnôt much 
That they can do. 
 
Theyôre made of metal, 
With little trim, 
Hiding the potion 
Put within. 
 
Hot water, yes 
And even tea, 
A fairly simple job 
You see. 
 
With friend in cupboard 
They form a pair. 
Theyôve lasted well 
Without a care. 
 
If ANYONE can shed some light 
On this, the Churchôs latest 
plight, 
A wee request, one thatôs rather 
rare: 
INCLUDING TEAPOTS in your 
prayer! 
 

Or a song, 
ñFarewell to our trusty teapotsé. 
Off to another home..!ò 
 
Perhaps theyôll DRIP 
On those who SIP 
Where the PERPETRATORS 
ROAM! 
 
FOLLOW UPééé. 
 
Iôm happy to give this quick report 
And ñthank youò for the great        
support. 
 
Our Trusty TEAPOTS é..theyôve 
been found, 
And back, it seems, on homely 
ground. 
 
Theyôve been away for a wee       
sojourn. 
Took time of this for us to learn. 
 
Not stolen, or in someoneôs boot, 
Just on much needed friendly route. 
 
Their qualities shared outwith our 
walls, 
And answered the requested calls. 
Not noted in ñThe Borrowed Bookò 
Of which we could have had a look. 
 
But all is welléour Faith restored 
And no need for those prayers      
implored! 
 
 
Laura Russell 
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Afternoon tea, anyone? 

Do you take Afternoon Tea? Ever wondered where it started? The 
custom seems to date back to the mid-19

th
 century, and the seventh 

Duchess of Bedford, Anna Russell. The Duchess got hungry at about 
4pm each day, calling it ñthat sinking feelingò. As it was still four hours 
until dinner (at 8pm), she began to have sandwiches or a small cake 
with some tea. Her friends thought this was marvellous, and the idea 
spread quickly through (hungry) upper-class circles. 

Soon, it seems, everyone in England was looking forward to Afternoon 
Tea, and a great British tradition was born. Though, during the last 
century, the sandwiches and cake gave way to biscuits, still we 
reached for the teapot each afternoon. Not so much anymore, it 
seems. In the last five years, sales of tea and biscuits have dropped. 
Perhaps we are drinking coffee? The research was done by retail    
analysts Mintel.  
 
The Editor (Courtesy of Parish Pump) 

How God works 

A grandmother was taking her young grandson for a walk in the 
park. The daffodils were in bloom, and it was a beautiful Spring 
day. Wanting to encourage her grandsonôs spiritual                 
understanding of the world, she said: ñDoesnôt it look like an    
artist painted this scenery? Did you know God did all this?ò 

Her grandson replied:  ñOh yes, and God did it left-handed, too.ò 

In astonishment, the grandmother asked what he meant. ñWell, 

He must have done,ò said her grandson, ñbecause we learned at 

church last week that Jesus sits on Godôs right hand.ò 
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Fostering, Adoption and Respite Care in East Lothian 
  
An event was held on 27 January 2026 at St Andrew Blackadder church in 
North Berwick to raise awareness of the need to find Foster Families for  
children in East Lothian, who for various reasons, can no longer live with 
their birth families. 
  
The event was initiated by the charity Safe Families / Home for Good who 
are a Christian charity who work to òraise awareness of the needs of         
vulnerable children and young people, inspiring individuals to explore       
fostering, adoption and supported lodgings and equipping churches to      
understand and offer supportò. 
  
The speakers for the evening were Rev Douglas Hamilton, Prestonkirk, East 
Linton; Tamsyn Radmall, Safe Families / Home for Good; Rev Graham 
Shearer of Musselburgh Baptist Church; and Patricia Tulley, Fostering and 
Adoption at East Lothian Council.  
  
If you would like to find out more about the process of Fostering, Adoption 
and Respite Care in East Lothian please call Patricia Tulley on 01620 
827643 or email fostering@eastlothian.gov.uk  Alternatively, there is an   
informal drop-in at John Muir House, Brewery Park, Haddington on the last 
Thursday of each month from 1 ï 3.30pm.   

Derek Braid 

 

 

(left to right) Mary Leckie, 

St Andrew Blackadder 

Church; Tamsyn Radmall, 

Safe Families / Home for 

Good; Patricia Tulley, 

Fostering and Adoption at 

East Lothian Council;  

Rev Douglas Hamilton, 

Prestonkirk, East Linton; 

Rev Graham Shearer of 

Musselburgh Baptist 

Church  

mailto:fostering@eastlothian.gov.uk
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Rev Graham Shearer, 

Musselburgh Baptist 

Church and Patricia    

Tulley of East Lothian 

Council in discussion at 

the meeting. 

Rev Douglas Hamilton, addressing the meeting. 

Tamsyn Radmall, Safe Families / 

Home for Good addressing the 

meeting  

Pictures by Derek Braid 
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Why big, wet licks from a dog can help a teenagerôs mental health 

Teenagers who kiss their dog or are occasionally licked by their pet 
are happier, according to a recent study. They have even been found 
to have better mental health than those who do not have a dog. 

Why should this be? It seems to all come down to the gut. Research 
has found that teenagers in homes with a dog have a specific gut   
bacteria constitution, known as the microbiome, which boosts mental 
wellbeing. 

Gut bacteria samples from teenagers were analysed, and the         
participants also underwent psychological assessment. Tests showed 
that those with dogs had healthier scores, and that their microbiome 
was rich in certain bacteria. 

When the dog-influenced bacteria were injected into mice in a lab, 
even the rodents became more social and engaged more with other 
mice. 

The studyôs author, Prof Takefumi Kikusui, of Azabu University in    
Japan, said that although dog ownership provides a sense of security 
through simple interaction, ñthe most interesting finding from this study 
is that bacteria promoting prosociality, or empathy, were discovered in 
the microbiomes of adolescent children who keep dogs.ò 
 
The Editor 
(Courtesy of Parish Pump) 

 St Andrew Blackadder Church of Scotland North Berwick 

Scottish Charity SC0006421   
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Granny retired?  Youôve got to be kiddingé. 

The idea that grandmothers retire into an unburdened world of       
gardening and tea-drinking, golf and knitting is no more than a     
pleasant fantasy these days. 

Instead, nearly 63% of grandparents provide some sort of childcare to 
their under-16-year-old grandchildren. That amounts to around seven 
million older people, aged mostly between 55 ï 74. 

As many as one in three is doing the school run. Nearly one in five is 
spending more than 10 hours a week giving other childcare. 

America has a nickname for them: the ñgranny nanniesò. 

Granny nannies do it for good reason: to enable their own children to 
be able to work longer hours. But granny nannies not only care for 
their grandchildren, they may also be providing comfort for elderly   
relatives of their own ï and hold down a part-time job at the same 
time. 

Perhaps Super-Granny-Nannies is the correct name for them! 

 

The Editor 

(Courtesy of Parish Pump) 
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Politicians welcome 

At the pearly gates, St Peter greeted a church minister and a 
Member of Parliament and gave them their room keys. ñMinister, 
here are the keys to one of our nice single rooms. And for you, Mr 
MP, the keys to our finest penthouse suite.ò 

ñThis is unfair!ò cried the minister. 

ñListen,ò St Peter said, ñministers are ten a penny up here, but this 
is the first MP weôve ever seen.ò 

 St Andrew Blackadder Church of Scotland North Berwick 

Scottish Charity SC0006421   
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As Neil writes his final article for our magazine, we share these      
photographs in appreciation of the years he has given to our church 
community. Moments captured during more than two decades of    
ministry with us. 

                

 

2013 

2018 
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2025 

With thanks to Derek Braid for the photographs.  
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The Guild 

The Guild enjoyed a delicious Christmas lunch at the Glen Golf Club 

in December, a fitting end to the first half of our programme. 

This year we have already learned the very moving Kate Watson  

story, heard about being a farmer in East Lothian early last century, 

and been awed by the work of the RNLI and stunned by the          

persecution and resilience of Christians living in the Upper Nile region 

of Egypt.  

We are planning a Coffee Morning on Saturday 28
th
 March in aid of 

Bear Necessities, Bulgaria and Operation Hope, Egypt, the projects 

we are supporting this session. 

The Edinburgh Gilbert and Sullivan Society is returning to St Andrew 

Blackadder on Friday 8
th
 May ï a concert not to be missed! 

The rest of our programme for this session is set out below.            
Do come and join us. 

Tuesday 3
rd
 March at 2pm ï St Columbaôs Hospice with Adam      

Underwood. 

Friday 6
th
 March at 3pm ï World Day of Prayer here in St Andrew 

Blackadder Chapel. 

Monday 9
th
 March) at 2pm at Bathgate Parish Church ï Lothians 

Guilds Together Group AGM and address by the Moderator of       

Edinburgh and West Lothian Presbytery. 

Tuesday 17
th
 March at 2pm (joint with Abbey TAG here in St AB) ï  

Bear Necessities project with Cathey and Christine. 

Saturday 28
th
 March from 10am to 12 noon ï Coffee Morning in aid 

of Projects in the Hall. 

Tuesday 31
st
 March at 2pm ï Guild AGM with entertainment from 

Sheila, Simon and friends. 

Save the date! Friday 8
th
 May at 7.30pm ï Concert by the            

Edinburgh Gilbert and Sullivan Society in St Andrew Blackadder 

Church.   
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Why we should be like donkeys 
 
Are you a pet-lover? Many people own a dog, a cat or a budgie, but 
most of us donôt own a donkey! Yet in Bible times, donkeys were      
essential to daily life. They did everything from helping to grind corn, to 
ploughing, to carrying people, to transporting their belongings.   
 
Despite their small frame, donkeys are surprisingly tough. They are 
content with poor fodder like thistles and can travel an average of 20 
miles a day. 
 
There are two occasions in the Christian calendar where donkeys walk 
into the picture. At Christmas, Mary travelled the 100 miles from     
Nazareth to Bethlehem on a donkey. And although a donkey doesnôt 
get a specific mention in the manger story, that same one that      
transported her was probably there at the birth; where else would it 
have been? 
 
On Palm Sunday, Jesus entered Jerusalem riding on a donkey. Jesus 
deliberately chose this animal rather than a horse. Why?  In Bible 
times, the horse was associated with war, conquest and worldly might. 
But the donkey was a symbol of peace and humility. Jesus used this 
animal to show that He had come with the dignity of the King of Peace. 
His entry into the Holy City also fulfilled Zechariahôs prophecy         
concerning the Messiah (Zech. 9:9). 
 
Donkeys are hardworking and undemanding. They wait for their    
master to put them to the work he has chosen for them. And,            
remarkably, each one bears the mark of the Cross on their backs! 
 
The Editor 
(Courtesy of Parish Pump) 
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Sundays at St Andrew Blackadder 

Morning Worship 9.30am ï 10.10am   

This is a traditional and reflective service. It was created to meet the 

needs of those who find the bustle and background noise of the        

all-age worship a trial rather than a delight. Tea and coffee are 

available afterwards. 

Worship for all ages 10.30am ï 11.40am 

This is our main service including Christian teaching for both adults 

and children. All meet at the beginning, then the children go off to 

Junior Church. There is a cr¯che available from 10.30 for babies 

and toddlers. There is a multimedia presentation and CH4 songs.           

WHEN WHAT WHERE CONTACT 

Every Sunday 

An opportunity to pray 
about anything with 
members of the Prayer 

Team 

Church 

at Pulpit 

Badged Team 

Members 

Every Sunday 
Junior Church                    
Ages 3 to 12             
Faith with fun 

Chapel Stacy Cathcart  

Every Sunday 
  YF                                   

Ages 13 to 18 Room 2 
Andrew Duncan 

and                     
Mary Leckie 

Sunday Activities 

 



 21 

 

 21 

WHEN WHAT WHERE CONTACT 

Mondays 

7.30 to 10.00pm 

Table Tennis Club Hall Northberwicktt 

@gmail.com  

Tuesdays  

1.30 to 2.30pm 

Seniorsô Table Tennis Club Hall Patricia Hay  

Tuesdays 

9.30 to 11.30am 

Little Angels 

Kids gather for fun while 

their carers enjoy a cup of 

tea or coffee & a chat 

Chapel  Geraldine 

Woolley 

Thursdays 

11.00am to 1.00pm  

(soup from 11.30am)  

THE BEACON 

Come and enjoy a bowl of 

soup, home baking, a chat 

and good company 

Hall Elaine Martin 

Thursdays 

1.00 to 1.30pm 

THE BEACON SERVICE 

This short service is      

relaxed and intimate 

Chapel Ann Cubitt 

 

Tuesdays 

2.00pm 

 

The Guild 

We have a speaker and 

enjoy worship, fellowship 

and coffee. 

Chapel 

and Front      

Vestibule 

 

Ann Braid  

Mondays (term time)  

3.30 to 6.00pm 

Board Games Club Chapel Andrew    

Duncan 

2nd Sunday of the month 

12.00pm 

Hunger Lunch Hall  Jane Murdoch 

Every second Friday  

(term time) 9.00 to 11.00am 

Parent Space 

A place to connect for   

parents, cr¯che provided 

Room 2 & 

Chapel 

Helen Nelson 

& Sally      

Anderson 

Every second Friday  

(term time) 7.00 to 9.00pm 

Youth Nights Hall Andrew    

Duncan 

Regular Activities 
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Special Events March, April, May 

WHEN WHAT WHERE 

Sun 1st Mar, 29th 

Mar & 10th May 

Messy Church 

4-6 pm 

Hall, Sanctuary 

Saturday 7th March Community Connections       

Volunteer Recruitment Day 

10am - 2pm 

Chapel & High 

Street entrance 

 HOLY WEEK SERVICES  

Monday 30th March 

Tuesday 31st March 

Wednesday 1st April 

Thursday 2nd April 

Friday 3rd April 

St Baldredôs Church  7.30pm 

Abbey Church  7.30pm 

Our Lady Star of the Sea  7.30pm 

St Andrew Blackadder  7.30pm 

Abbey Church  7.30pm 

 

 

Friday 8th May Gilbert & Sullivan Concert 

7.30pm (Guild Fundraiser) 

Sanctuary 

Saturday 16th May Christian Aid Coffee Morning 

10am - 12 noon 

Hall 

Sunday 17th May Spring Concert Series 

7pm 

Sanctuary 

Sat 28th Mar, 25th 

Apr, 30th May 

NB Climate Caf® 

11am - 2pm  

Chapel 

Sat 23rd May Opera East 

7.00pm  

Sanctuary 

Thurs 28, Fri 29 May 

10am - 5pm; Sat 30 

May 10am - 1pm 

Rotary Charity Sale Hall 
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Communion Services 

St Andrew Blackadder Parish Church usually celebrates Communion as 

follows: 

The last Sunday of February, May, August, and November, at 9.30am and 

10.30am. 

Beacon Communion Service is on a Thursday near to the Sunday. 

**Monday 18th May is the Summer Edition Deadline**  

Please send articles for consideration by  

email to: kaleidoscope@standrewblackadder.org.uk  

Or write to the Editor at the church office address or  

phone Kirstin Entwistle     tel. 01620 894933    

St Andrew Blackadder Parish Church                                                            
St Andrew Street, North Berwick, EH39 4NU 

Minister 

Rev. Dr. Neil Dougall                                                                                  

Email: ndougall@churchofscotland.org.uk            

Church Office Administrator, and Roll Keeper                                     

Julie Scanlon  

Tel. 01620 895233                                                

Email: admin@standrewblackadder.org.uk                                                                                            

Office open Monday to Friday from 9am to 12 noon. 

Web Site:  www.standrewblackadder.org.uk 

Messy Church 

Alison Singleton  

Email: messychurch@standrewblackadder.org.uk 

mailto:ndougall@churchofscotland.org.uk
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